
How to make your own roof rake for $22 

Go out and buy the following materials: 

1 - Cheap plastic snow shovel. The cheaper the better because they don’t have the metal edge 

that can damage your roof. Mine cost $8 at Job Lot. 

 

1 - 10 foot length of steel conduit. This is like pipe, but thinner and lighter. Mine cost $10.49 

 

1 - 1 ½ inch pvc elbow. $1.79 

 

5 - ¾ inch #8 pan head sheet metal screws. $ .08 each 

 

Roll of steel pipe hanger strap. $1.99 (You’ll need about 4-5 feet) 

 

Duct tape. Everybody has this, so I didn’t include it in the price. Sorry.  

Total cost from  local hardware store (thanks, Mike at Savage Hardware, Norwich!)  =  $22.67  

plus tax. 

 

Instructions: 

1. Use a hacksaw to cut the handle off of the shovel, leaving about 3-4 inches above the blade. 

2. Wrap duct tape around and around the handle until it fits nicely into the elbow. 

3. Do the same for the conduit. 

4. From the back side of the shovel, cut a narrow slice the length of the steel strap into the blade 

of the shovel on either side of where the handle goes into the blade. I used a utility knife to get it 

started and then  a jig saw. I’m sure that the saw from a Swiss Army knife would work equally 

well. 

5. Assemble the shovel and the conduit into the elbow. 

6. Drill a hole slightly smaller than the screw and  put a screw through the elbow on both ends in 

order to hold the shovel and conduit in place. 



7. Insert a 4-5 foot length of steel strap through the two slots you cut into the shovel. 

8. Screw the strap into the shovel. 

9. Pull the two ends of the strap back and screw them into the steel conduit. It helps if you put 

the shovel up against the wall and push a little bit to “preload “ it. That way the straps will be 

tight, not floppy. 

10. Use some more duct tape to wrap the ends of the strap so you  don’t cut yourself. 

This thing works well, and the pole fits perfectly inside the telescoping pole that goes with my 

pool vacuum.  If I hook them together, I can extend it to 25 feet – more than enough. I just have 

to be careful not to kink the pool pole because that cost WAY more than $22. 

I’ve used mine twice already. The only problem I’ve had is that the blade is longer than a store 

bought one, so if your snow is really deep, it can be really hard to pull it off. I’m working on an 

improvement. If this is a problem for you, email me and I’ll tell you how to correct it. 

 

Please feel free to pass this along to anyone you want. I only ask that you don’t publish it or try 

to make a profit from  it.  Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


